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The DRI started out as revitalization effort whose objective was to create a vibrant downtown 
city center, public gathering place of interest that would draw people and would benefit 
downtown businesses and create a more quaint downtown and a more vibrant community.  Sadly, 
Mayor Colin Read has acted to commandeer the DRI project away from community goals and 
toward a massive giveaway to a single private developer and in so doing has betrayed the public 
interests and public benefit originally conceived.   

Plattsburgh Citizens Coalition regrets that our local city government has abandoned its 
responsibility to protect the public's interest and instead has chosen to align itself 
unapologetically with ensuring the profitability of a single private developer whose plan involves 
building what will essentially be a gated community in our downtown.  A plan that results in 
higher taxes for all of us, abandons the community adopted DRI Strategic Plan and offers only de 
minimis public benefit.  While the City Government may not have the public interests at heart, 
Plattsburgh can be proud to know that it is home to good, decent, passionate civic minded people 
who do.   

Tonight the attorney for the Plattsburgh Citizens Coalition presented the Mayor and City Council 
with a letter putting them on notice that, while they may not be interested in protecting the 
publics rights, State Law does. The Law clearly states that "the rights of a city in and to its water 
front streets, avenues, parks, and all other public places, are hereby declared to be inalienable".  
State laws preventing alienation of important public assets such as parks, beaches and other 
pubic spaces (and yes, public parking lots) are put in place to protect the public from greedy 
politicians who might choose such short term enrichment at the public's expense.  These are the 
laws that have preserved Central Park in New York City for over 150 years and which we hope 
will protect the public in small town Plattsburgh from those who would do us harm today. 

We regret that it takes action from a grassroots movement of Plattsburgh's loyal citizenry to 
protect our community from a Mayor and Common Council who were elected to do just that.  
Today is is one very small step in the long and rich history of Plattsburgh citizenry standing up to 
those in power for what is right and determining it's own fate.  The PCC is humbled to be a small 
part of that mosaic.   

The fight has just begun and is far from over.  While we are grateful for laws that protect the 
public interest, amazed at the noble character of so many who care so deeply about our 
community, and empowered by the massive public support we have and continue to receive, we 
still need your help.   To learn how you can get involved please contact us. 

www.plattsburghcitizenscoalition.com 
plattsburghcitizenscoalition@gmail.com


